184	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE  AND  WAR
China's   Ordeal
"What about China, you will ask.   The Chinese have
no designs upon other people.   They have no desire for
territory. True, perhaps, China is not ready for such ag-
gression; perhaps, what looks like her pacifism  is  only
indolence. In any case China's is not active non-violence.
Her putting up a valiant defence against Japan is proof
enough that China was never intentionally  non-violent.
That she is oa the defensive is no answer in terms of non-
violence. Therefore, when the time for testing her active
non-violence came, she failed in the test. This is no criti-
cism of China. I wish the Chinese success. According to the
accepted standards her behaviour is strictly correct.  But
when the position is examined in terms of non-violence, I
must say it is unbecoming for a nation of 400 millions, a
nation as cultured as Japan, to repel Japanese aggression
by resorting to Japan's own methods. If the Chinese had
non-violence of my conception, there would be no use left
for the latest machinery for destruction which Japan pos-
sesses. The Chinese would say to Japan,   'Bring all your
machinery, we present half of our population to you. But
the remaining two hundred millions won't bend their knee
to you.3   If the Chinese did that, Japan would become
China's slave." And in support of his argument lie referred
to Shelly's celebrated lines from The Mask of Anarchy, "Ye
are many, they are few":
Stand ye calm and resolute,
like a forest close and mute,
With folded arms and looks which arc
Weapons of unvanquished war.
And if then the tyrants dare,
Let them ride among you there,
Slash, and stab, and maim and hew,—
What they like, that let them do.
With folded aims and steady eyes.,
And little fear, and less surprise,
Look upon them as they slay
Till their rage has died away.

